88       Memoirs of Alexander Iswolsky
were so strange to them. And on the whole it was the
general opinion that the day had passed off extremely
well.
The deputies then took possession of the Tauride
Palace, which was placed temporarily at their disposal
pending the construction of a special building for the
use of the Douma.
The palace in which the first Russian representative
assembly met was built by the Empress Catherine II.
for the famous Potemkine, "Prince of the Tauride,"
in the neo-classic style introduced in Russia by the
Scottish  architect  Cameron,   and  which  has  left  its
mark upon the majority of the great edifices erected at
St. Petersburg at the end of the eighteenth and the
beginning   of -the  nineteenth centuries.    History has
told of the power and wealth which Catherine's favour
conferred upon Potemkine, styled " The Magnificent,"
after the manner of Lorenzo de Medici.   The Tauride
Palace, standing in the midst of its vast gardens, was
the scene of the legendary fetes offered by the favourite
to his Imperial Mistress; later, it became for a time the
residence of Emperor Alexander I., but for more than
half a century it had been almost completely aban-
doned, and its superb halls, lined with their impressive
columns, remained empty or were used for store-rooms;
the offices of the palace were occupied by a crowd of
small pensioners of the Court, and the gardens were
opened to the public as a pleasure resort for the people
of the quarter*   In my youthful days, at the close of
the reign of Alexander II., and under  his successor,
the Emperor Alexander III,,  a  part  of the 'gardens
: ipm reserved in winter for the exclusive use of the Court.
Mmtagnts de glace were installed, and there was skating
on the lake; several times a week a small circle,